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Communication to all Head Teachers and Education Setting Leads 
 
As you will be aware there is very clear government advice that all children in all year groups should return to school full time from the beginning of the autumn term 2020.  Over the past few weeks we have been working hard as a multi-agency system to look at ways to support schools to fulfill this requirement focusing on children with the most complex health needs.  As well as being critical for their education and wellbeing there is also the need to ensure children and young people with health needs and disability are not discriminated against and that where relevant the content of their statutory Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) is delivered.
 
From the 1st August 2020, guidance for children and young people to shield has been paused, and even children who have previously been told that they are in the ‘clinically really vulnerable group’ should now return to school.  Our experience is that the majority of children and their parents / carers are now fully prepared and ready for this to happen in September, however, we also recognise that for some children and families, there will be concerns and anxieties about the return to school.
 
As a school or educational setting you will need to make sure that you have processes in place to support the return to education for these children and young people, and we are currently working as a multi-agency system to create guidance and support to help you navigate the challenges in delivering this.  This includes exploring ways in which we can ‘connect’ teachers and health practitioners to support risk assessments for individual children and young people, supporting access to Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for staff where they are unable to socially distance from children (particularly those with care needs), reviewing transport to school options, and providing guidance for visiting professionals into schools.
 
Your first step will be to identify any children and young people who attend your education setting and have medical needs and for whom there are barriers to them returning to school in September. We have already undertaken some work to identify the children and young people in our area with the most complex health needs, particularly those who have long term ventilation needs, and we will be contacting education settings on an individual basis to help support these children and young people to return to education.

A risk assessment will need to be completed to understand the areas of concern and degree of risk posed, identifying the actions required to minimise the risks and safely support the child or young person back to education.  This risk assessment will need to be undertaken by the education setting in collaboration with the family and possibly with the support of a health professional that knows the child well, and as such, we are already working together to identify some named individuals for our most complex cohort of children and young people. 
 
After you have undertaken your individual risk assessments, should you have concerns about your ability to support a child or young person’s return to your school or education setting because of their complex health needs then please contact the named local authority SEND Case Officer in the first instance, who can then direct your enquiry to the relevant health care professional for support and guidance.
 
Likewise, any parent or carer who remains worried about their child returning to education in September having read the government guidelines should discuss this with their child’s GP or relevant health care professional.
 
We are acutely aware that these are unprecedented times and the past few months have been extremely difficult for many of our children, young people and their families, especially in respect to their mental health and emotional wellbeing, and acknowledge the immense amount of support and reassurance that being able to attend an education setting provides. 
 
As part of our multi system approach and commitment to supporting children and young people back into education we are keen to work alongside settings to ensure a safe and equitable model is adopted for all children and young people across our local area.   
 
Thank you in advance for your ongoing help and support with this.



Dr Tamsin Woodbridge					Liz Jarvis
Consultant Community Paediatrician 			Designated Clinical Officer (SEND)
& SEND Lead 							BNSSG CCG
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