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· Respond is the foundation of the building blocks of Five to Thrive, therefore it is important to respond to children and families behaviours towards transition in a positive way; acting upon their needs and any worries they may have. 
· Notice and respond to children’s emotions around transition. Use strategies for each unique child and their interests eg: favourite toy moving from one home to another, dressing teddy bears for school or consider mark making maps for cars/ bikes to travel to the setting/school.
· Tune into childrens reactions to transition and be mindful of their verbal/ non-verbal communication, body language and facial expressions. 
· Respond and celebrate children’s independence skills. Further support children who might face barriers during transition by working with parents and professionals eg; difficulties feeding themselves, potty training, toileting, putting coat, shoes and socks on.
· Positively interact alongside children’s play; encourage turn taking, sharing and collaborative play to support positive relationships during transitions.
· Respond to transitions regularly throughout the year; organise transition meetings with Parents, Room Leads, Reception Teachers and encourage additional visits to the rooms/settings/schools. 
· Share key transition information eg: organising dates for children to visit rooms throughout the year and school events during the summer term. 
· Use responsive and flexible planning to support children’s learning, independence and confidence throughout their transitions.
· Respond and organise meetings with professional, keyworkers and parents of SEND children to ensure a smooth transition and all parties have clarity of the process and ways to help the child.
· Encourage parents to share all information about their child’s transition to school or setting. 
· Build trustful relationships with parents through genuine responses. Encourage parents to share their concerns and any worries their child might have and plan effectively to support/signpost them.




For Settings to encourage parents to…
· Emotional availability by really listening, noticing and valuing your child and responding to their needs around transition -reassurance 
· Attunement and connection with child’s emotions around transition
· Body language 
· Facial expressions 
· 
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